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WHO BEGAT THE CIRCUMCISER? 

You were chairman of an FGM function on Thursday, 27
th

 May 2004 at Sirigu, east of the Kassena-

Nankana district in the Upper East region of Ghana, 

how did that come about? 

That’s a funny question.  I have been an opinion leader 

in this area and everyone knows me.  I have played many 

prominent roles in this community so it’s no surprise 

when people call on me to chair functions. 

What is your full name? 

I am John Akurugo Atami-duko

What would you say is your profession? 

I can’t say I have a profession.  I hold an MSLC 

certificate (i.e Middle School Leaving Certificate, 1972).  

I was a pupil teacher for 12 years and stopped in 1987. 

Why did you give up the job? 

I had to quit because I failed to proceed to college to become a professional teacher and all those who did not 

upgrade their certificates had to lose their jobs.  My father was very sick at the time and I just could not 

abandon him to pursue academic laurels. 

Are you talking about the late circumciser? 

Yes, Mr. Atami-duko 

How far back on your family genealogy can you go? 

Akudaa begat Akologo, Akologo begat Atami, Atami begat Aduko, Aduko begat Akurugo and Akurugo gave 

birth to me.  

‘Atami-duko’, does it have a meaning at all? 

It means ‘I have conquered the warrior’s pot’ or simply ‘I have emerged conqueror’ from a battle 

Circumcisers are becoming increasingly rare to find.   But the Pogsara Yia! team stumbled upon one recently.   It took 1hr 52 

mins to successfully split his mind into two…  Share his perspectives on key issues in notes 8, 9, 10 & 11 

Akurugo Atami-duko delivering his closing remarks an 

FGM community durbar 
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How did you get to go to school? 

A new school opened near my house, Busongo Local Authority Primary School, in 1963.  The chief then asked 

every house to produce two children to fill the school.   I was chosen together with my younger brother but my 

stepmother strongly objected to my younger brother joining me, insisting he was way too small.   

How many of your siblings have also been to school? 

None except me.   

Why were the two of you chosen? 

One of the criteria was that you should not be too old.  This was determined by bending your hand across the 

crown of your head to touch your ear on the other side of your head.  Those who could touch their ears were 

considered too old.  Either fortunately or unfortunately, try as much as I would, I could not simply touch my 

ear!

How old were you at the time? 

I must have been about 10 years old. 

Forty-one years later, do you wish you had touched your ear?  

No. Never!   I even shudder to think how easily I could have touched my ear!  That would have disqualified me. 

If any one were looking for you how could the person 

find you? 

When you get to Bolgatanga, the Upper East regional 

capital, you take a car straight to Sirigu or drive towards 

Navrongo and turn right at Kandiga Junction.  Sirigu is a 

17-kilometer drive away.  You will locate Atami-duko’s 

house in Busongo, across the river behind Sirigu market, 

two kilometers to the east.  The house number is EFF 09.  

You can’t miss it.  But just make sure you come during 

the off rainy season or you can’t cross the river.   During 

that time Busongo is cut off from mainland Sirigu 

What role have you played in the community that is 

worth talking about? 

When the country was returning to multi-party 

democracy after many years in the political wilderness, decentralization became one of its key tenets.  Power 

was devolving to the grassroots and we were happy to be part of the process of purposeful change.  I contested 

elections in the Sirigu Busongo electoral area and won the privilege to represent my people at the Kassena-

Nankana District Assembly.   I won two consecutive elections in 1989 and 1994.  When my term of office 

ended in 2001 I stepped down for someone else. 

Reliable sources say you are in line to inherit your late father?  If that were to happen you could become 

the next circumciser in Sirigu, is that right? 

Absolutely!  
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At Kandiga Junction, Sirigu is only 17 kilometres away  


